Non-Invasive Carotid Imaging: A Comparative Assessment and Practical Approach.
Stroke originating from carotid artery disease remains a significant source of morbidity and mortality, and both medical and invasive therapies targeting the carotid artery can improve patient outcomes. Multiple noninvasive imaging methods, including duplex ultrasonography, computerized tomographic angiography, and magnetic resonance angiography, are available to assess the extracranial carotid artery and guide clinical decision making. This article discusses the advantages and limitations of these imaging modalities and provides a practical framework by which clinicians may use imaging to evaluate patients with carotid artery disease.